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			Everyone will demonstrate Pride, Respect and Commitment Everywhere, Every time because…


		

	

Pride


We take pride in everything that we do every day through hard work, taking personal responsibility and completing everything that is asked of us to the highest standard.




Respect


We are respectful to each other every day as we listen, treat each other fairly and keep each other safe.




Commitment


We are committed to making a positive contribution to the academy and community through our daily attendance and hard work.


















	
		
			Curriculum Documents

Please click on the following links to download the latest information of our curriculum.

To view this content, you need to have JavaScript enabled in your browser.
To do so, please follow these instructions.
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			What is Progress 8

Provisional Progress 8 scores will be reported in performance tables for the first time this term. It will measure pupils’ progress across eight qualifications from age 11 to 16.

We’ve made a three-minute video to explain the changes which you may find useful if you need to speak to parents about it.

You can also find more information on GOV UK


		

	






	
		


	
		Content

		
			
	
		
			Students follow a 3-year KS3 programme of study that ensures the KS3 National Curriculum is covered in its entirety. This is to ensure that students gain the knowledge and skills required for them to progress and ensures that students have the opportunity to study a wide curriculum.

In Year 9 students select subjects they wish to study at KS4 (see below), alongside compulsory subjects such as English; Maths; Science; PE; PHSE; ICT; Humanities. A significant number of students will also study a modern foreign language through the 5 years at the academy.


		

	


		

	


	
		Subject Areas

		
			
	
		
			Each 5 year Curriculum Subject area programme of study should:

	Provide a clear and coherent learning journey which demonstrates knowledge acquisition and skill progression.
	Have planned opportunities which skilfully allow for memory recall and application of this knowledge to develop fluency
	Develop understanding of larger concepts so that students have a wider understanding of the links between topics
	Practice effective study skills so that students can independently revise and plan their time effectively
	Support the development, fluency, breadth and enjoyment in reading through frequent reading opportunities and a focus on tier 2 and 3 words
	Contain appropriate, regular and robust assessment methods for measuring student progress and to allow intervention where progress is not as expected.
	Provide opportunities and experiences where students can reflect on their progress and learning
	Develop student’s interests, opportunities and experiences to improve themselves and develop their character and cultural capital
	Provide opportunities for students to participate in team activities and develop leadership skills
	Develop a readiness future study and the world of work through opportunities to become adaptable; creative problem solvers
	Provide engaging lessons which promotes positive attitudes and engenders respect and responsibility for themselves; others and the world they live in


Each Subject Programme of Study should ensure that there is an equality of provision and that all teachers:

	Have the subject knowledge required to deliver the curriculum
	Work collaboratively to share experience, expertise and resources across the academy and trust
	Have a shared understanding of the type of learning that will support students’ development
	Engage in professional development that supports the successful delivery of the curriculum
	Can identify ongoing professional development needs
	Are supported by a programme of study that reduces teacher workload, through resourced schemes of work with high quality resources (not lesson plans)



		

	


		

	


	
		Organisation

		
			
	
		
				Students are taught in blocks of five 60 minute lessons each day, over a two week timetable
	Year 11 pupils have an extra 45-minute lesson on 7 out of the 10 days in the two-week timetable
	At KS3 students cover all the National Curriculum subjects and at KS4 students are offered a broad choice of GCSE/BTEC and vocational qualifications.
	3 Year KS3 and 2 Year KS4
	KS3 students are taught in ability groups in all subjects, students with exceptional performance and those with specific needs are grouped appropriately



		

	


		

	


	
		Character Education

		
			
	
		
			Our school values of pride, commitment and respect are taught to students via our spiritual, moral, social and cultural development programme Within this, the promotion of fundamental British values, are at the core of the Academy’s daily routines. The development of these skills is embedded throughout life at the academy and is evidenced in our PSHE curriculum, assemblies, tutor time and whole academy activities. Students in Y7-11 have timetabled PSHE lessons where they learn skills to make them more tolerant citizens, and help them develop key skills to enable them stay safe, and increase their life chances in both career and personal life.

The academy strives to encourage our students to be independent and driven to engage with and seek out experiences and activities that will develop their interests and character. All students in Year 7 and 8 take part in our universal character development curriculum which has been developed to allow students to engage out of school with areas of learning as well as develop key skills ready for the world of work. These experiences are aimed at developing character as well as supporting students’ mental, social and emotional well being.

Students spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and, within this, the promotion of fundamental British values, are at the core of the Academy’s daily routines. The development of these skills is embedded throughout life at the academy and is evidenced in our curriculum, assemblies, tutor time and whole academy activities.

All students have a series of ‘Personal Development sessions – this is where the normal timetable is suspended and students spend time working on a personal development theme, which encompasses PSHE and strands of SMSC. Speakers from outside agencies, such as local colleges, police, school nurse, and careers, offer valuable contributions to these days.


		

	


		

	


	
		Extra Curricular Provision

		
			
	
		
			Curriculum Support

	Senior members of staff and key workers mentor students who are at risk of underachieving or have other issues
	Holiday revision sessions are widely available for student in Y11 to help prepare Year 11 for their upcoming exams
	Subject specific opportunities such as university lecture sessions aim to extend learning and support higher ability students in attaining top grades
	A KS4 ‘Revision Hub’ operates at lunch and after school until 5pm to support students in Y10-Y11
	A homework club operates from Y7-Y9 to support students who have issues with homework completion as well as students who may be underachieving


Pastoral Support

	Year 11 form classes have focussed days where they have subject-specific input from Maths, English and Science teachers.
	Form time for Y7-10 follow a common timetable where students improve skills such as reading and keeping up to date with current affairs, as well as having
	Prefects, Anti Bully Ambassadors, Peer Mediators are all examples of groups that offer peer on peer support


Enrichment

	Sports provision – a wide variety of sports are available at lunch and after school throughout the year. The academy has a great reputation for its sporting success
	Performing Arts opportunities are well established at the academy and students are encouraged to take part in the annual shows and other performances
	Students wishing to learn to play a musical instrument are tutored by an external musician on a weekly basis which offers additional capacity to the existing music extra-curricular provision and Academy choir


Leadership

	The Student Leadership body contains students from each year group along with a Year 11 senior team, offering a wide range of leadership opportunities and responsibilities across the Academy
	Students are tracked to encourage their participation and leadership and there are planned opportunities for students to demonstrate these throughout the year within the academy council structure, that has numerous sub groups
	Students have the opportunity to apply to become a prefect using evidence from their leadership evidence (mentioned above) from Y10 onwards
	Each form has student council members and these come together to discuss issues as a year group and feed into the leadership programme



		

	


		

	


		

	







	
		
			
This is a GOOD school


| Ofsted 2019





	
		
		
			

		
	





Why Discovery?


Our academy prides itself on the relationship between the academy and home, with an emphasis for students on belonging and being proud to be part of the Discovery Family.




Find out more

Our Curriculum


We achieve the academy purpose through an unwavering focus on our students’ results and progress within their learning, and by offering the absolute best teaching and support.




Find out more




















































































































Latest News





	
		
			Here you can find a collection of our latest news. We aim to keep all stakeholders as up-to-date as possible.


		

	







	
		
		
		


	







	
		MFL Update
	


	January 25, 2024

	 We are pleased and proud to communicate that the MFL departments at Excel and Discovery Academy are now working as partner…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Discovery Dispatch: Nov-Dec
	


	December 22, 2023

	#DiscoveryDispatch Below you can find the November-December edition of The Discovery Dispatch, our academy newsletter.…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		15 Days of Christmas
	


	December 11, 2023

	#15DaysOfChristmas To celebrate student attendance throughout December and leading up to Christmas, we are running…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Winter Fayre 2023 – Success!
	


	December 4, 2023

	We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every member of our wonderful community and…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Winter Fayre 2023
	


	November 9, 2023

	3 WEEKS to go until our Winter Fayre Saturday 2nd December @ 11:30am Come and…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Footwear Freedom Returns
	


	October 21, 2023

	‼️DISCOVERY LET’S DO THIS‼️ FOOTWEAR FREEDOM RETURNS TO SUPPORT OUR #LOCALCOMMUNITY Ms Schofield has given…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		The Bread and Butter Thing
	


	October 18, 2023

	Yesterday, 80 families attended the Bread and Butter Thing  @ The Bentilee Family Hub. A big thank you to all the volunteers,…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Macmillan Coffee Morning
	


	October 6, 2023

	Today our AP unit The Oakes put on a coffee morning to raise money for…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		World Space Week – Competition
	


	October 4, 2023

	World Space Week  Discovery student science competition – the deadline is 6th November! #DiscoScience #Worldspaceweek2023 #DiscoCompetition https://discovery.alphaacademiestrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Competition-Time-1.mp4



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		KayScience Launch!
	


	October 4, 2023

	The Science department are using Kay Science for your homework, revision and support resources. Students…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Discovery Academy Open Evening
	


	September 18, 2023

	#SaveTheDate for our Year 6 Open Evening. We’re opening our doors for all Year 6…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Family Hub Launch
	


	September 11, 2023

	Alpha Academies Trust are very excited to be part of the collaborative approach to the…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Year 11 Revision Hub
	


	September 6, 2023

	Year 11 Revision Hub launched. #DiscoFamily #DiscoStars



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		Congratulations Year 11
	


	August 29, 2023

	Congratulations to all of our Year 11 students today. We are so proud of all…



	
Read more






	
		
		
		


	







	
		A Level Results!
	


	August 23, 2023

	Good luck to all of our Discovery alumni who will be getting their A-Level results…



	
Read more



















	
		
		
			
		
	





We use ClassCharts

Class Charts is behaviour management software used by teachers to record and track student achievement and behaviour.
You can download Class Charts from the below links.







	
		
		
			
		
	





	
		
		
			
		
	









	
		
		
			
		
	





We use IRIS ParentMail

All of our Academy information at your fingertips. Keeping track of school activities and news as well as endless forms to complete and things to pay for.
You can download IRIS ParentMail from the below links.







	
		
		
			
		
	





	
		
		
			
		
	































































If you require a paper copy of any of the pages / documents published on this website, please click here and complete the form stating which page(s) / document(s) you require along with your name and address.
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Contact Information
	Telephone
01782 882100
	Email
info@thediscoveryacademy.co.uk
	Address
The Discovery Academy, Discovery Drive, Stoke-on-Trent, ST2 0GA

Find us on:
Facebook page opens in new window
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